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[Ancient and Modern: Mongolia in photographs and calligraphy]
<Objective>
To create a temporary exhibition at Nagoya University Museum about life in Mongolia,
opening in February 2011. The exhibition is to be simple in structure and elegant in style. It will
feature aspects of life in Mongolia, both past and present, linked with the work of the Mongolian
calligrapher (name?).
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<Theme>

Mongolia is a country that is largely unknown in Japan, but which has a long and fascinating
history of cultural traditions that have grown up in the country’s unique range of landscape types.
But Mongolia is also very much a country of the modern world where life is developing rapidly and
people are adapting to the requirements of Mongolia’s place on the international scene.

One of Mongolia’s traditional artforms is calligraphy and a unique feature of this exhibition
is the use of calligraphy created especially for the show which will be inspired by the images of
Mongolia and its life that are the central feature of the gallery.

Exhibition components

The main part of the exhibition will consist of a series of 13 panels of identical size (1500 x
1150 mm) and format. Each panel will carry, on the left side, a photographic image representing
one aspect of life or landscape in Mongolia, each photograph being 1000 mm square. On the right
hand side of every panel there will be a calligraphic scroll I000 mm tall and 300 mm wide. The
wording of the calligraphy will be inspired by the image next to it and reflect on its topic. Both
the photograph and the calligraphic scroll will have small text panels beneath them to caption the
photograph and to translate the calligraphy into Japanese.

Following the same format, the exhibition will be introduced by a title panel explaining
the nature of the exhibition, and will be completed by a panel explaining the work of Nagoya
University in Mongolia and its ongoing relationship with the Mongolian National University. Both
will carry calligraphic scrolls.

A last panel will carry a photograph of the calligrapher at work in her studio, again with
a calligraphic scroll, and with a short text panel to give her name and a small amount of
background information, the amount of text to match that on the other panels in the exhibition.
The final component of the exhibition will be a small number of 3-D specimens representing
aspects of Mongolian traditional culture. Each is to be selected for its ability to be a stand-alone
specimen that needs minimal structure for its display. Each will need a small text panel.

<Topics for photographic display>
The 13 main photographs will be selected to represent aspects of four features of Mongolian
life: nature, traditional culture, Nomadic life, modern life, and Japanese contribution to Mongolia.
The selection should be made by Museum staff along with the calligrapher who needs to find
inspiration for her calligraphy in the images chosen. The images are as follows:
1. Nature of Mongolia
(1) The Hangai Mountain Range: by Okhonaa G., Mongolian Univ. Sci. Tech.
(2) Snowy Mountains: by Okhonaa G., Mongolian Univ. Sci. Tech.
(3) The Gobi Desert: by Manchuk N., Mongolian Univ. Sci. Tech.
(4) Dinosaur Fossils: by Manchuk N., Mongolian Univ. Sci. Tech.
2. Traditional Culture
(5) Eriin Gurvan Naadam (Three Tests of Men’s Skill): by Ganzorig L., Photographer
(6) Tsagaan Sar (Traditional New Year): by Ganzorig L., Photographer
(7) Tsagaan Sar (Traditional New Year): by H. Tanaka, Nagoya University Museum
3. Nomadic life
(8) Grazing Land: by Ganzorig L., Photographe
(9) Livestock: Milking Cows: by H. Tanaka, Nagoya University Museum
4. Modern Life
(10) Ulan Bator: by Gotsbayar R., Photographer
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(11) Development and Problems (City): by K. Tsukada, Nagoya University Museum
(12) Development and Problems (Mining): by Okhonaa G., Mongolian Univ. Sci. Tech.

5. Japan and Mongolia

(13) Nagoya University’s contribution to Mongolia: by K. Tsukada, Nagoya University Museum

Nagoya University Museum Special display

Ancient and Modern: Mongolia in photographs and calligraphy

Example of each corners
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Design for exhibition
0. Introduction

1. Nature of Mongolia

(1) The Hangai Mountain Range
(2) Snowy Mountains

(3) The Gobi Desert

(4) Dinosaur Fossil

2. Traditional Culture

(5) Eriin Gurvan Naadam (Three Tests of Men's Skill) /
(6) Tsagaan Sar (Traditional New Year) |
(7) Tsagaan Sar (Traditional New Year)

3. Nomadic life
(8) Grazing Land
(9) Livestock: Milking Cows

4. Modern Life
(10) Ulan Bator

(11) Development and Problems (City)
(12) Development and Problems (Mining) (\

5. Japan and Mongolia

(13) Nagoya University's contribution to Mongolia

The main part of the exhibition will consist of a series of 13 panels of
identical size (1500 x 1150 mm) and format. Each panel will carry, on the left
side, a photographic image representing one aspect of life or landscape in
Mongolia, each photograph being 1000 mm square. On the right hand side of
every panel there will be a calligraphic scroll 1000 mm tall and 300 mm wide.
The wording of the calligraphy will be inspired by the image next to it and
reflect on its topic. Both the photograph and the calligraphic scroll will have
small text panels beneath them to caption the photograph and to translate the
calligraphy into Japanese.Following the same format, the exhibition will be
introduced by a title panel explaining the nature of the exhibition, and will be
completed by a panel explaining the work of Nagoya University in Mongolia
and its ongoing relationship with the Mongolian National University. Both

will carry calligraphic scrolls.
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2009 4£  Mongolian script, famous blessing poet Urjinhand
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[V 1IH]  Photo by Ukhonaa G., Mongolian Univ. Sci. Tech. .
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[Z1L] Photo by Ukhonaa G., Mongolian Univ. Sci. Tech. .
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[ ] Photo by Onon G., Mongolian Univ. Sci. Tech.
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[TE#;Z/  Photo by Manchuk N., Mongolian Univ. Sci. Tech.

EBVINGEET “TE” L, AZHAPTUITEHLWEDOZ L7Z. T2 TIEmEE Lk, Eo1Z0
ZEHBEZETHIRN S, £HTHEOEICHMm TR, BREONFROLH . LarLl, TZidkL
TAEHHT TIE V.

WMISEERZEOEWMERIAEL, HWRPVPEIEZENL TS,

[ZEfEA]  Photo by Manchuk N., Mongolian Univ. Sci. Tech.
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Display and explanation
<Introduction>
Ancient and Modern: Mongolia in photographs and calligraphy

Mongolia’s profile in Japan has risen in recent years due to the success of a number of
Mongolian sumo wrestlers, but how well do Japanese people really know Mongolia? Mongolians
take an interest in Japan in a way that many Japanese people might find surprising.

The great Mongol Empire once covered more than half of Eurasia, but there was one country
in East Asia it couldn’t conquer — Japan. The clan of the great Mongolian hero Genghis Khan
was unable to claim victory over Japan, but that country is now home to Mongolians who have
defeated a series of top Japanese wrestlers.

In recent years, Mongolia has been under threat of grave environmental damage due to its rapid
development. Japan, which has tackled environmental problems in the past while seeing further
economic success, is held in very high regard in Mongolia. Last November, Mongolian President
Elbegdorj visited Japan and said that he wants Japan to play a role in developing Mongolia and
has high hopes for following Japan’s lead in the use of environmental technologies. For Mongolians,
Japan is a mysterious country, both near yet far, and a nation they aspire to emulate.

Mongolians are a rare people who treasure their traditional nomadic steppe lifestyle. However,
the specter of globalization looms over the country, and they now find themselves between the
two poles of tradition and Westernization. In the 1990s, Mongolia switched from socialism
to capitalism, but the rapid reform that this has meant has placed a strain on the country’s
government, economy, social structure, environment and more.

What can we, as fellow Asians, do for Mongolia?

This exhibition presents the traditional lifestyles of these people of the Steppes and highlights
the modernization their culture is undergoing through the works of calligrapher Odontoya
Bayamba.

<Photographs and Calligraphy>
1. Nature of Mongolia
The Hangai Mountain Range Photo by Okhonaa G., Mongolian Univ. Sci. Tech.

Mongolia is blessed with a rich natural environment. Coniferous forests spread throughout its
northern part, while the south is a desolate, barren wilderness of rocks and dust. Across its center
lie gentle mountains, garbed in a veil of green. In early summer, livestock graze on the plains,
and flowers grow in the mountain lowlands. Early in the summer, time may move more slowly in

central Mongolia than anywhere else on Earth.

Snowy Mountains Photo by Okhonaa G., Mongolian Univ. Sci. Tech.

The Mongolian winter is cold. Temperatures fell below —40°C even in the capital, Ulan Bator,
this winter. Simply stepping outside is enough to instantly freeze your eyelash shut, and any
exposed skin is at risk of frostbite. Despite these conditions, people soldier on with their lives.

Sandstorms Photo by Onon G., Mongolian Univ. Sci. Tech.

Strong winds sweep Mongolia in the spring, blowing up the sands of the Gobi and creating
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massive sandstorms. The scale of this natural phenomenon far exceeds the limits of our

imagination.

The Gobi Desert Photo by Manchuk N., Mongolian Univ. Sci. Tech.

Gobi is a Mongolian word meaning “desert strewn with rocks.” This desolate, empty space
seems to stretch on forever. It looks perhaps like an alien landscape from a children’s movie, but
in fact it is far from being a wasteland; the world is itching to get its hands on the abundant
mineral resources that lie below its surface.

Dinosaur Fossils Photo by Manchuk N., Mongolian Univ. Sci. Tech.

Minerals are not the only things that lie beneath the Gobi Desert; it is also a globally
renowned dinosaur fossil site. This apparently lifeless area was once a paradise teeming with
dinosaurs and other animals. Researchers from around the world find themselves drawn to the

Gobi Desert.

2. Traditional Culture

Eriin Gurvan Naadam (Three Tests of Men’s Skill) Photo by Ganzorig L., Photographer
This is also called Naadam for short. In addition to the sumo activities shown in the photo, the

competition also includes horse riding and archery. Mongolian sumo does not feature a wrestling

ring. Victory is decided when a wrestler’s head, back, elbow, knee or bottom touch the ground. As

there is no ring, matches can last for hours.

Tsagaan Sar (Traditional New Year) Photo by Ganzorig L., Photographer

The timing of Mongolian New Year, Tsagaan Sar, is determined by the Kalacakra calendar
which originated in India and Tibet, and is one of the country’s major traditional events. In the
past, Mongolians considered that they became a year older on New Year’s Day. This photo shows a
youth dressed formally in a tribal deel and hat exchanging New Year’s greetings with an elderly
man. Both are holding up ceremonial blue, white and yellow silk batik fabrics with the youth
putting out his arms to support those of his elder. The young man asks, “Amaru baina uu?” (Are
you at peace? = How are you), and the elder answers, “Mende” (I'm fine). “Chi amaru baina uu?”
(How are you?). The traditional New Year was also an occasion to herald the coming of spring, so
some would also ask, “Were your livestock plump and able to withstand the winter well?” On the
table beside them is a New Year'delicacy called hevin bov (oval-shaped pastries made from flour
and deep-fried in oil) stacked several layers high and decorated with hard cheese, candies and the
like, and buheru maha (whole boiled sheep).

Tsagaan Sar (Traditional New Year) Photo by H. Tanaka, Nagoya University Museum
A family celebrates the New Year with younger relatives.

3. Nomadic life
Grazing Land Photo by Ganzorig L., Photographer

Mongolian shepherds tend five types of livestock: sheep, goats, cows, horses and camels. Herd
numbers vary based primarily on climate, vegetation and other factors. Sheep are to be found
across the whole of Mongolia, even in the dry Gobi area where they and camels have traditionally
been the livestock of choice. Conversely, horses and cows are better suited to the grasslands of the
Steppes. In mountain forests, cows, horses and yaks, a type of long-haired cow suited to life at
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high altitudes, have been popular. However, the high price of cashmere has driven up the demand
for sheep, resulting in a growing sheep population across the nation since its conversion to a
market economy as well as the rise of environmental devastation due to overgrazing.

Sheep are quiet, timid and not prone to herding, but goats are more active and good at leading,

so — as seen in the picture here — so grazing herds of sheep often include 10 to 20% of goats.

Livestock: Milking Cows Photo by H. Tanaka, Nagoya University Museum

Milking cows in Mongolia is today considered a job for women. At the height of the milking
season, cows are milked before being sent out to graze in the morning and again after coming
back in the evening. To keep calves from drinking their mother’s milk in the meantime, they are
kept separate, both when grazing and when stabled. This is why an enclosure containing only
calves can be seen in the background. As the picture shows, milking is performed by binding the
rear legs, bringing the calf close to drink a small amount, then swiftly pulling the calf away and
extracting the milk in its place.

4. Modern Life
Ulan Bator Photo by Gotsbayar R., Photographer

Today’s tide of modernization is also washing over Mongolia; fashionable buildings line city
streets on which traffic is brought to a standstill by the abundance of Japanese cars. Mobile
phones are essential for urban living, and the Blue Sky Tower — a symbol of this modernity — rises
from the center of the city. Some people born and raised in Ulan Bator are entirely unfamiliar
with Mongolian nomadic culture.

Development and Problems (City) Photo by K. Tsukada, Nagoya University Museum

Over half of Mongolia’s population resides in Ulan Bator. Its suburbs are home to migrants
from distant regions, and noxious smoke from fires for heating and cooking hangs over the center
of the city. Air pollution caused by smoke presents a serious threat to Ulan Bator’s residents. The
Blue Sky Tower, just a kilometer away, sometimes disappears from view due to the smoke. This is
the light and dark of development.

Development and Problems (Mining) Photo by Okhonaa G., Mongolian Univ. Sci. Tech.
Mongolia is a treasure trove of mineral resources, whose development is being promoted
at a rapid pace to secure foreign currency. Improving the lives of the Mongolian people is
important, and economic development is an essential part of this goal. However, development and
environmental destruction are opposite sides of the same coin. In order to protect the natural
treasure that is Mongolia, a Nagoya University research team is carrying out environmental

surveys in mining regions of the country.

<Other display>
The Spread of Writing

After the establishment of the Mongolian Empire by Genghis Khan, the Mongolian script was
created based on the Uyghur alphabet. The horizontally written Uyghur script was rotated 90
degrees, to give a Mongolian scripts that is written in vertical columns read from left to right.
The roots of the Uyghur script that served as the foundation of Mongolian writing lie in the
Syrian script developed in western Asia. The Phoenician script, which was the forefather of the
Syrian script, became alphabetized and developed into the Greek script. The Greek alphabet
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further gave rise to the Latin and Cyrillic alphabets.

Due to the influence of the USSR, from 1946 onward the Cyrillic alphabet became commonly
used in Mongolia, but with the change to democracy in 1990, the Mongolian script came back into
use. During the Mongolian imperial era, the 'Phags-pa script (a modification of the Tibetan script)
was used.

In Mongolian script, words are written vertically and the shapes of the letters differ depending
on whether characters fall at the start, in the middle or at the end of a word. This characteristic
is shared with the horizontally written Arabic script.

Different Calligraphy Types

Calligraphy is a creative art that uses letters as its basis. However, forms of calligraphy in
Eastern and Western cultures are very different. In the Christian and Muslim world, many
diverse script forms were created in order to reflect the beauty of the Bible or the Koran. As a
result, in the West and the Middle East, pen-based, geometrical and decorative calligraphy has
been favored.

In the East, calligraphy was used as a tool for copying sutras, and writing with black ink on
paper was prevalent. In modern Japanese and Chinese calligraphy, the calligrapher must express
not only the meaning and beauty of the characters, but also spirit and human beauty.

Mongolian calligraphy, which uses Eastern-style brushwork, although with a script derived
from the West, is a perfect example of an art form that stands at the crossroads of East and West.

The Mongolian and Cyrillic Alphabets

It is said that scripts encapsulate the histories and culture of a people. However, the script
used in Mongolia today is not primarily the Mongolian alphabet, but the Cyrillic one.

Mongolian people are proud of their unique alphabet which has a thousand year history.
However, in 1941, under the influence of the Soviet Union, the Cyrillic alphabet was established
as the official script and Mongolian people were not able to use their native alphabet in the public
arena. While the Mongolian alphabet was developed to express the sounds of the Mongolian
language, the Cyrillic alphabet is an alien script and does not express Mongolian sounds
accurately. However, with the rise of democracy in Mongolia, there has been a move to restore the
Mongolian alphabet, which has been taught in elementary schools since the early 1990s.

The Mongolian alphabet has the following characteristics:

1. Its collapsed script (a stylized, squared form of letters similar to Japanese kakuji) and
calligraphy are highly developed art forms.

2. It is rendered vertically, and can be written extremely quickly (in cursive, 100 to 120 words
can be written per minute).

3. It includes the Galik script, which is useful for writing foreign words (in the same way as

Japan’s katakana).

The Mongolian alphabet has developed and changed over many years as a tool for carrying on
Mongolian culture. Mongolians have used many different scripts over the course of their nation’s
history, but there is no doubt that the Mongolian alphabet is the best suited to the Mongolian
language. There was a time when its use was restricted, but it survived throughout history,
standing unbowed (vertically) as an embodiment of Mongolian pride.

Odontya Byanba (Mongolian calligrapher)

— 178 —



Mongolian nomadic tent: Ger QOuwned by T. kawata (Fig. 4)

This is a Ger — a type of portable tent used by the country’s nomads, and their traditional
furniture. Traditional Mongolian culture is centered around the ger. Ger have a wooden
framework covered with felt. Their door always faces south, and they include a ceremonial altar
at the front (on the north side). As a rule, the area on the left upon entering a ger is used by men,
and the right side is used by women. In the center is a stove for preparing meals.

This is a reproduction of a New Year celebration (the traditional New Year is called T'sagaan
Sar) in a ger. Tsagaan Sar, along with the summer Naadam Festival, is one of Mongolia’s main
events. Buuz (Mongolian steamed dumplings) and buher maha (boiled goat) are prepared and
served to guests by hosts dressed in traditional Mongolian deel. When guests come to deliver New
Year’s greetings, they are welcomed with the phrase “Amaru baina uu?” and enjoy dinner with
their hosts over cups of shimin aruhi (fermented milk). This is similar to Japan’s tradition of New
Year visits, where guests are served osechi-style dishes. In recent years, people have also often
come to drink aruhi (Mongolian vodka) instead of shimin aruhi. The man on the left inner of the
ger is flicking his right ring finger in the air. Aruhi is considered a sacred drink. Before imbibing,
people dip the right ring finger in it and flick it in the air as an offering to the gods of nature.

Men exchange snuff tobacco as a New Year greeting. It is customary for them to say, “That’s
good tobacco.” On the table are hevin bov (fried cookies made from kneaded flour). These are
considered a lucky food, and are an essential part of Tsagaan Sar.
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