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Access Analysis and Its Implications on the Household Relationship
at a Late Neolithic Settlement of Tabagat al-Blma, Southern Levant
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The paper aims to further our archaeological understanding of early agricultural communities in the Late Neolithic period
by utilizing a case study of the spatial structure of a Late Neolithic farmstead at Tabaqat al-Blima in Wadi Ziqlab, northern
Jordan. Spatial network analysis examines how architecturally defined spaces in the site are connected with one another. By
employing quantitative methods of space syntax, the present study measures the accessibility of various spaces in the
settlement and then presents how accessibility is related to the use of space.

The result suggests that a farmstead in Phase 3 at Tabaqat al-Bima consisted of at least two households, which maintained
their social relationship by cooperation and autonomy. The two households shared easily accessible outdoor areas, which were
probably used for the cooperative performance of some domestic activities including food preparation. On the other hand, the
access analysis shows that the indoor activity areas of the two households (INT1 and INT3) are spatially segregated within the

spatial network of the whole settlement, indicating the autonomy of each household in the management of domestic activities.

Key-words: Late Neolithic, early agricultural society, Tabaqat al-Biima, spatial network, household
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